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NECiaACES AND BRACFXETS WITH 
KGEP£RS 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATliD 
APPUCATIONS 

Not Applicable. 

STATEMENT RECARDINO FEDERALLY 
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

Mot Applicable. 

REFERENCE TO *^nCROBCHE APPENDIX" 

Koi Applicable. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

This invention pertains to necklaces and faiacelets with 
decorstive baubles, bangles, smA beads. 

2. Description of Related Art Including bfomiation Dis- 
closed Under 37 CFR 1.97 and 37 CFR 1.98 

A popular type of tiecklace includes a flexible strand to 
which ammiberof bead^areretatned by betog stiung on the 
strand a lomen in the bead or a loop attached to the bead. 
Beads often arc purely decorative and come in a variety of 
colors and shaf^ and often have embedded (fecorative 
eiemems such as stones. In addition, beads o&en have 
synboBc meaning to the weaier and represent dcscendeots 
or tinponant events. Necklaces having a plurality of beads 
often sutfcr from "bunching", the tendency of all of the 
beads to colleci in a single group at the bmom of the 
neclclace rather than xematn in the desirable moie even 
distribution about the length a£ tta aecUaeie^ Tlie invention 
of tMs patent application prevents bunching. 

U.S. Pal. No, 3.983,716 discloses ajeweiiy lock in which 
the ends of strand have attached extensions. The extensions 
may be secured by a jewelry lock having the external shape 
of a t>ead. U includes two hinged hemispheric cups widi 
notches which commodate hitches ^tached lo the ends of 
a bead chain, thereby securing the ends. 

U.S. Pat. No. 4.530,221 discloses a necklace attachment 
for shortening the length of a string of pearis. The attacb- 
mem engulfs and attaches together two pearls which ate in 
adjacent pc^ions of a strand of pearts. Another embodiment 
engulfs one pearl and may be used to attach decorative 
eleoients to ibe strand. 

U.S. Pat. No. 4.562,704 discloses a latch for a chain 
having a male and female element. Removable designer 
elements are strung over the compressed male element and 
are retained by the female element and uncompressed male 
element. There are no provisions for preventing the move-^ 
mem of elements on the chain. 

U.S. Pat. No. 4.907322 discloses a pearl necklace with a 
stainless steel wire which is secured by a retainer having a 
sctscrew. The pearls are separated by elastic rings. 

U.S. Pal. No. 5,279,132 discloses a holding device which 
prevents the movement of a body jHiomment suspended 
fn»n a diain. This avoids the tendency of the clasp to 
walk-around or cicep from die back to the boat of the 
wearer's body. The adonunent is afSxed to the weaier's skin 
or clothing using a doubie-stded adhesive, spray adhesive, or 
brush on adhesive. 

VS. Pat. No. 6.449 .8tO discloses a stopper for jewelry 
strands. The siof^ier is stnmg on one or two strands and 



secured in place by two ruMier rings, one above and one 
below the strami or strands. The stopper is used lo adjust the 
length of a flexible stiand. 
jNonc oi the dKcovered prior art provktes the advantages 
5 ofi the present invenlkm* that of dcconaive keepers which 
retain beads on a necklace in a desirable distribution and 
prevent bunching. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

10 

I A necklace conqnising a strand having two ends and a 
hook component attached to each end of the strand, the hook 
components cap^ie of intetaction with reversible attach- 
ment of the ends together. At least one band Is fixedly 

15 ttttached to the strand, two or more beads, each bead havmg 
a' bore of diameter greater than the di«meter of tbe band and 
greater than tbe diameter of the book component attached to 
one end of the strand, thereby allowing the stringing of the 
tieads on the strand. Finally, titers is at least one keeper 

20 having an outside diameter greater than tht bore of the bead, 
keeper capable of interacting wich the band with revers- 
ible attachment of the band and keeper, thereby restiictittg 
tiic movement of the beads on the sttand. 
I The objective of this invention is to fHt>^e a necklace 

25 jivith beads and keepers in which the ba^s do not bunch. 
I Another objective of diis invention is to providx- a neck- 
lace with beads and removable keepers so the distribution of 
,the beads on the necklace can be modified 1^ the necUooe 

30 I Another objective of this invetitiflfa is to piwide a Deck- 
iace with beads and ke^en with a threaded keeper or a 

Ihinged keeper. 

1 Anodier objective of dtis inveniim is to provide a neck- 
lace with beads and keepers with keepers in decorative 
3$ Ishapes which add to the decorative effect of the necklace, 
j Another objective of this invention is to provide a neck- 
lace with beads and keepers with keepers of cylindrical, 
spherical, cubical or pyramid shapes. 

A final objective is to provide a nedciace with beads and 
keepers which can be manufactured inexpensively and vnih- 
out adverse effects on the environmenL 

BRIEF DESCRIPnON OF THE SEVERAL 
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of the necklace of this inventioa 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the threaded keepet 
PIG. 3 A is a pe^iective view of (he hinged keeper in the 



FIG. 3& is a plan view of the hinged keeper in the closed 
position. 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the necklace with the keepers and 
beads in cross section taken along the plane of the necklace. 

FIG. S shows the necklace without beads and without 
keepers. 

HO. 6A is a frora view of a sj^rica! threaded Iceeper. 
PIG. SB is a side view of a spherical threaded keeper. 
FIG. 7A Is a front view of a spherical hinged keeper. 
FIG. 7B is fl side view of a spherical hinged keeper. 
FIG. 8A is a &x>nt view of a cubical threaded keeper. 
FIG. 8B is a side view of a cubical threaded keeper. 
FIG. 9A is a front view of a cubical hinged keeper. 
FIG. 9B is a side view of a cubical hinged i«eper. 
FIG, IDA is a front view of a pyramid-sh^d threaded 
keeper. 

FiC. lOB is a side vitw of a pyramidrshsiped threaded 
keeper. 
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FtG. HA is a front view of a pyromid-shapeil hinged 
keeper. 

FIG. HB is a side view of a pyramid-shaped hinged 

Jcccpcr. 

tffiTAJLED DESCSlIPTfON OF THE 
INVENTION 

In this patent appUcation body adomnteius Jiuch as neck> 
Ibccs, braoelecs. anklets, waist chains are termed "neck- 
laces"*. FJe^ble chains, wire Cirfries. bands. iHaments, cords, 
strings, which ase a component of the necklaces are tamed 
"serands". Baables« bangles, pendants, trinkets, and beads 
which are stnmg on a strand ace tenned 1]eads^ 

FIG. I shows a necklace 10 of this mvcmion. The ends of 
the sif and (0 may be connected by the tnteracUon of a loop 
connector 12 with a hook connecisr 15. The loop connector 
12 is comprised of a cylindrical loop threaded end 13 which 
i& fixed to a first end <2 of the orand A loop connector 



tion with and passage over the thneaded keeper (not visible 
in jHG- 2) and the threaded portion of at least one of the 
connectors by ixHaiion. AUcmativeJy. the threaded keeper is 
mourned on and retainod by the threaded band of threaded 
5 pQurUon of at least one of the connectors when it is not 
iDtatfil The direaded keeper decoration 3S in the example in 
FIG. 2 1$ grooves which encompass the circumference of the 
cylindrical threaded connector 30. The outer dimension, in 
this example, the diameter of the thread^ keeper 36. is 
10 larger than the bore of the beads {not shown in FIG. 2). 
Fixation of the threaded keeper 50 on a threaded band 
thIerefoK restricts the movement of the beads on the strand 
and pievenis bunching of tia. beads on the strand. 
I Although the threaded keeper 30 shown m FtCS. 1 and 2 
t5 is|cyltfidrical. threaded keepers niay be spherical, or have the 
sh^ of any ^eonietric solid having throe dimensions, 
woviding the thwaded boe& and outer dimension has the 
characteristics deserlfaed above. 
... I FIG. 3A Is a perspective view of the hinged keeper 40 in 

loop 14 ts connected to flic loop threaded end U. Loop m the open position. The hinged keeper 40 is comprised of a 



connector threads 11 are cut into the sarface of the loop 
threaded eiKf 13. The loop connector 12 outer diam^r 22 is 
small enough to allow passage of the threaded connector 30 
bore (not visible in HG, 1) and bead 70 bore (not visible in 
FIG. 1 ) over the loop connector 12. thereto allowing string- 
ing of the threaded keeper 30 and bead 70 over the strand 60, 
The hook connector 15 is comprised of a hook threaded end 
H wbidi IS fixed to a second end 64 ofthe strand tfO. A hook 
(xmnector ring 17 is attached to the book threaded end 16. 
A hook connector hook 18 is connected to the hook cott- 
nector ring 17. Visible on the book cotmector hook 18 is the 
movable hook coonector latch 19 and the hook connector 
latch handle 20. Any suitable connectors which cmble the 
connecdon of the first and second etuis of the strand may be 
i»ed provided that at least one connector has a diameter 
snail enoqgh to allow the passage over that coonector of 
beadt 70 and thieaded keepers 30. 

Beads 70 having a cylindrical bore (not vi»bic in PIG. 1 ) 
are stning on the strand 60 and are free to slide back and 
forth on the strwid. The movcmcm beads 70 Is restrnned 40 
by a threaded keeper 30 and a hinged keeper 4ft. llie keepers 
arc jemov^y fixed cm bands (not visible in HG. 1} vAkltk 
are fixedly attached to the strand 60. 

The function of the thtaaded keeper 30 and hinged keeper 
40 is to restrain the free ntovemem of the beads 70 on the 4s' 
strand 60, ther^y prevcDtiivg bunching and keeping the 
beads in a desirable distribution on the necklace. 

The threaded keeper 30 has a distinctive omamenial 
pattiem 38 t!u outer satfaoc The lunged keeper 40 has a 
distinctive ornamental pattern 48 on the outer surface which j( 
is easily di slinguished from the omameotal pattern 38 of the 
threaded keeper 30. The distinct ornamental patterns allow 
the necklace wearer to easily distinguish between the 
threaded and hinged keepers when the itecktace is being 
auembled or in use. 

The beads 70 have a cylindrical bctfe (not visible in FIG. 
1) which is targe enough to pass over the loop connector 11 
Any desirable number and type beads may be used. Any 
desirable number of bands can be hxed 00 the strand and any 



left shell 42 and aright shell 43 which are linked together by 
a hing» 44. Ute left shell 42 is comprised of a from wstli 47 
having a hemispheric Inint woU notch 41, a bstdt wall 52 
having a hemispheric back wall noidt 51. a web 49 con- 
25 necting the ftoDt wall 47 and back wall 52. and a top wait 
50 -which covers the U-sh^)cd stnicturc formed by the ends 
of the from well 47» web 49 and back wall 52. The 
heinisphefic front atid bode waU notches 41 and 51. icspcc- 
tively. have a dianeier sliglaly Jaiger than one half the 
V) diameter of the strand. The right shell 43 is a mirror image 
of left shell 42 except that the right shell has a friction iatcta 
^ connected to the right shell top wall. The friction latch 45 
interacts with the left shell top wall 50 when the hinged 
keeper 40 is in the closed position and levetsibly retains the 
35 jhinged keeper 40 in the closed position. The hinged keeper 
idecoration elemem 48 on the ooter sucftce of the hinged 
I keeper is shown in RG. 3 A. 

I FIG. 3B GS a pian view of the hinged keeper 40 in the 
closed position. Visible in FIG. 3B is the left shell 42, hinge 
44, right shell 43, and hinged keeper decoratioa element 48. 
The hiiigied keeper 40 is retained in the closed posaxm by 
the fiiction latch 4S. The user can open the dosed hilled 
keeper by inserting two fingernails into the junction between 
the left shell and right shell at the fricUon laich. When the 
hinged keeper is in the closed position, the left shell hemi- 
spheric front wall notch 41 and the ri^i shell hemispheric 
from wall notch 52 together fonn a hinged keeper bore 53 
having a diameter which is slightly larger than the diameter 
of the strand but smaller than the diamoer of a band (not 
shown in FIG. 3B>. The outer dimension of the hinged 
keeper, in this example, the diameter of the hinged keeper 
when closed 46. is lazger than the bore of the beads (not 
shown in FIG. 2). Closata of die hinged keeper 40 on a band, 
threaded or unthreaded, which is attached 10 & Maud, 
s!i therefore restricts the movement of beads on the suand and 
prevents bundling of the beads. 

Although the hinged keeper 40 shown in FIGS, i, 3A and 
3B is cylindrical, hinged keepers may be spherical^ or have 
the shape of any geometric solid having three dimensions. 



desired number of tiueaded keepers and or hinged keepers ta providing bore and oaier dimension hiive die diaractnistics 



may be used with the necklace. 

FIG. 2 is a cross sectiMial view of the threaded keeper 30 
taken along line 2—2 in HG. 1. Visible in FIG. 2 is the , 
tlinsided keeper bore 32 which is of adequate size to pass 



described above. 

FIG. 4 ia a plan view of Cbe necklace with the keepers and 
beads in cross section taken along the plane of the necklace. 
Visible in FIG. 4 arc the strand 60. loop connector 12, and 



uver a threaded hand (not visible in FIG. 2) and m^crai least m hook connectw 1$. A threaded band 71 having threads 72 on 



one of the connectors, (12 and 15 in FIG. 1). The imcrtor of 
the bene 32 1.4 threaded 34 with a thread capable of inteiac- 



the outer surface is shown bxed to the strand 60. The 
diameter and thread ttimensioas of the threaded band 70 are 



2:10-cv-02027-MPM-DGB #1-1 Page 



Oof 13 



US 7,007,507 B2 



suitable for the threaded fixation of (he Ihreaded keeper 30 
by its threads 34. TV bore 3i of the threaded keeper 30 is 
Urge enough to enable the threaded keeper to be moved over 
the ihnsaded band 71 by rotmion of the Uueadcd keeper 30. 
The bote 32 of the threaded keeper 30 is Ustgt enough to s 
allow paAsage of the thteaded keeper 30 over en umhi«aded 
band 76. A hinged keeper 40 H shown in FIG. 4 in the ctoRcd 
posiu'on closed over an undireaded keeper 76. The bore 53 
of the hinged keeper 40 is small enough to prevent move- 
ment of the hinged keeper 40 when the hinged keeper 40 is to 
closed over an unthreaded iand 76. Also shown in HC. 4 are 
beads 70 which are strung on the strand 60, The faore& 78 of 
the heads 70 arc large enough to allow movement of the 
beads 70 over at least one of the connectors 12 and 15, over 
the threaded bands 71, and over the unthreaded bands 76, is 
The bore& 78 of the beads 70 are not large enough to allow 
passage over the tlueaded keepers 30 aiid hii^ed keepers 40 
when tbey are attached to the thteaded bands 71 and 
unthreaded bands 76. respectively. 

FIG. 5 shows the necklace wiihout beads and without 20 
keepers. Miible in FKj. S are the strand 60, loop connects 
12, and hook connector 15. A threaded band 71 having 
threads 72 on the onter surface is shown fixed to the strand 
60. The diameter aiul thread dimennons of &k ihiea£k:d 
band 70 are suitable for the threaded fixation of the thteatfed 2S 
keeper 30 by its threads 34. The bore 32 of the thteaded 
keeper is large enough to pass over the threaded keeper if the 
threaded keeper is manually rotated against the threaded 
band. A threaded keeper may be moved dver a threaded band 
by rotating the threaded keeper against a threaded band 3o| 
thereby engaging the band and keeper threads and then 
disengaging the band and keeper threads. An umhieaded 
band 76 is shown fixed to the strand. The boit 53 of the 
hinged keeper h smaller than the diameter of the band. A 
hinged keeper 40 may be removably fixed to either an 35' 
unthreaded or threaded band. A band, threaded or | 
undireaded* is fixed to the stcand preferaUy by eomprossion I 
on the striuid. by interaction with the links of a cittin. or by | 
adhesive, or any other suitai^ means of fixation of a band | 
on a strand. 40 

The diameter tlie threaded band is larger than the bore of j 
die threaded and hinged keepers, thus preventing ihe move- 
ment of a threaded keeper past a threaded band unless the 
threaded keeper is rotated into engagement of the band and f 
keeper threads, and preventing the moveinetti of a closed ^ 
hinged keeper past a threaded band. The (fiameter of an I 
nntbieadedband is laige enough to prevent the movemem of 
a closed hinged keeper past an unthreaded band but small 
enott^ to allow the movement of a threwled keeper post the 
unthreaded band. 

FIG. 6A is a from view ofa spherical threaded ke^ 100. 
The threaded keeper boie 132 is onenied at eitber end of the 
front view of the spherical threaded keeper 100. 

BC. 6B is a side view of a sfrfiencal threaded keeper 100. 
The bore 132 is visible in the side of the spherical threaded 
keepetlM. 

FIG. 7A is a fiom view of a spbericd hinged keeper 200. 
The hinged keeper bore 253 is oriented at either end of the 
front view of the ^herical threaded keeper 200, The inter- 1^ 
section 290 between the upper and lower shells is shown in 
FIG. 7A. 

flG, 7B is a side view of a spherical hinged keeper 300. 
Tliu burc 253 is visible between the upper and lower shells 
:ind the intersedioo 290 between the upper and lower shells | e5 
and the hii^e 644 ocmnecting Ihe upper and lower shells are 
shown in FIG. 7B. 



FIG. 8A is a from view of a cubical threaded keeper 300. 
The threaded keeper bore 332 is oriented at cither end of die 
front view of the spherical threaded keeper 300. 
I FIG. SB is a side view of a cubical threaded keeper 300. 
The bote 332 is visible in the ^de of the cubical threaded 
lleepcr3Q0. 

I FIG. 9A is a froni view of a cubical hinged keeper 400. 
The hinged keeper bote 453 is oriented at cither end of the 
front view of the spherical threaded keeper 400. Tlie inter- 
section 490 between the upper and lower riuHx is shown in 
FIG. 9A. 

j RG. 9B is a side view of a cubical hinged keeper 400. The 
bore 453 is visible between (he upper and lower ^lls and 
the intersection 490 between the upper and lower sheUs 
shells and the binge 444 ocmaeafng the upper and lower 
shells are shown in PIG. 9B. 

FIG. lOA is a front view of a pyramid-shaped threaded 
keeper 500. The thteaded keeper bore 532 is oriented at 
either end of the from view of ^ pyraraid^shaped dtreaded 
keeper 500. 

FIG. lOB is a side view of a pyramid'Shaped threaded 
keeper 500. The bore 532 is visible in the side of the 
pyramid-shaped threaded keeper 500. 

HG. UA is a front view of a pyramid-shaped hinged 
keeper 600. The longed keeper bote 653 is oriented at either 
end of the front view of the py raimd-shaped thfcaded keener 
600. 

FIG. IIB is a side view of a ivramtd-shaped Mnged 
keeper 600. The bore 653 is visibte between the upper and 
lower shells and the intersection 690 between the upper and 
lower shells and the hinge 644 connecting the upper and 
lower shells are shown in P7G. 7B. 

In use. the wearer strings beads and one or more Qtreaded 
keepers on a stiand having one or more threaded bands. The 
order of the beads and keepers is chosen in order to provide 
the desired distribution of beads on the necklace. The use of 
a hinged keeper provkies additional flexibility for the 
wearer, as the hii^ed connector can be attached after the 
beads and the threaded keeper bave been strung. The 
anangeoieoi of beads md keepers may ht altered by sinqriy 
lesuinging the components on die svand. 

Any suitable strong, AexiUe material may be used for the 
strand, or rigid material may be used in the form of a chain. 
A ptef&ncd material of construction is siiver. Other suitable 
materials include bionze. steel, copper, plastic, and silk. Any 
suitable strong, hard material may be used for construction 
of the bands. A preferred material of construction is stiver. 
Other suitable materials include stainless steel, copper, and 
plastic. Any sutud^le strong, hard material may be used for 
the keepers. A preferred material of con^ction is silver. 
Other suimble materials include bronze, steel, copper, and 
plastic. 

It will be apparent to those skilled ia the an that the 
examples and embodimems described herein are by way of 
illustradoA and not of limitation, and thai other exanq^Ies 
may be used vinihoot depatfing from the spidt and scope of 
the present invention, as set forth in die appended claims. 

I claim: 

1. A su^ jewelry device comptislng: 

a strand having a first end and a second end. 

a connector assembly for reversely coupling the first end 

mil the second end of tbe strand, 
at least one band frxecfiy attached to the strand, the bund 

preseming an wicr circumference, 
at ]ea.^t one omament. 

the otnament having a through caning of greater i h* 
cumierence than the outer circumference of the hand. 



2;10-cv-02027-MPM-DGB #1-1 Page 



1 of 13 



US 7,007,507 B2 



8 



the greater circumference being sufficiemly large to 
permit complete passage of the ornament over the 
band, and 

at least <me keeper configured tor reversible attachment 

over ^e hand, 5 
the keeper being sufficiently large lo prevent further 

passage of the omameiu across Ok band when the 

keeper is mached to the band, 
wherein the keeper interacts with the band by abutmenc to 

lestrteitheinoveniettiorthe omamcm whetithe onni> lo 

ment resides on the strand. 

2. The strand JeweUy device of claim I. wherein a bore of 
the keeper is. threaded and the band is threaded on an 
extemiU stnface, the thieaded bore of die keeper and the 
threaded surface of the band capable of interaction to is 
reveniUy fU the threaded keeper m the strand. 

3. The strand jewelry device of ciaim 2 wherein the 
threaded keeper has any three-cUmension geometTic shape. 

4. The stnnd jewelry device of claim 2 wherein the 
threaded keeper has a cylindiicaL spherical, cubic or pyia- 20 
mid shape. 

5. The strand jewelry device of claim 1, wherein the 
keeper comprises two hollow seaioi^ hinged together, each 
section having two walls, each wall having a notch, each 
notch of depth approjcunating one half the diameter of the 
strand, the sections and the barKl cajuble of intenustion by 
the hinged keeper esgoKing the band to reversibly fix the 
Iiiitsed keeper on the strand. 

6. The straml jewe)ry device of clntm 5 wherein the 
sections are reversibly secured in a closed position by a latch 30 
anached to one section. 

7. The strand jewelry device of claim 5 wfaenin the 
Uttged kiceper has any thiee-dimenskin geometric shape. 

$. The strand jewelry device of ctatm 5 wherein the 
hinged keeper has a cylindHcal. spherical, cubic or pyramid 
shape. 

9. The strand jewelry device of claim I further comprising 
at least one cbieaded keeper and ai least one hinged keeper. 

10. Tlte strand Jewelry device of claim 9 wherein the 
threaded keeper and the Iiinged keeper further comptise 40 
decorative eletnencs> 

11. Hie strand jewctiy device of claim 10 wherein the 
dccDrative element of the threaded keeper differs from the 
decorative element of the hinged keeper. 

12. 'The strand jewelry device of daim 1, fimber com- 
prising ^ least one oniament bore having a hole of sufficient 
size to pass over an ekn»itf of the connector mechanism to 
pennit residence of the bead on the strand, the size of the 
hole being imuSdent to permit passage of the omament 
over the keeper. 

13. A process of reversibly restricting the moveraeni of 
cvnaments on a strand, wherein tfje strand has a connector 
assranUy for detach^ly conpHng die first end with the 
second end of the strand U> configure the strand as a loop, the 
ornaments have boies and are strung on the strand by their h 
bores, and a band having an external diameter less ihan the 
diameter of the oniameni bores is fixed on the strand, 
comprising the st^s of a stringmg at least one ornament 
onto the ssnnA; and, b 

a. afttadiing to the band a keeper having an external 
diameter greater than the diameter the omament 
boie. 

14. The proccsK of claim 13 wherein the band has an 
external thread and the keeper has a threaded bort-. the 
keeper attached to the band by the steps comprising: 

X threading the keepur onto the str^uvl, 

b. btiJiging the keeper and the band into 



c. rotating the keeper to engage the bond and the keeper 
threads and attach the keeper to the band. 
j| IS. The process of claim 13 wherein the keeper has two 
hollow sections hinged together comprising the steps: 

a. positioning dte hinged keeper over the band, and 

b. closing the hinged keeper over the band to attach the 
keeper to the band. 

1 6. A strand jewelry device that is seleaively configurable 
by a wearer for pos^mud ornament retendon, con^sing: 
I a strand bavinq; 

I a Arst end. 

a sea>nd end, and 

a least one band of variant cross-sectton with respect 
to adjacent portions of the strand that aie immedi- 
ately a4)Acem to the band; 
a comiector assembly for detach^ly coupUng the first end 

with die second end of the strand to configure the strand 

as a loop: 

at least one keeper conftgiued and arranged for selective 

placenwnt armmd the band, 
the keeper having a bore of complememaiy diniendottt 

with respect to the variant cross^ctum such ttat the 

keeper is retained in position at the band by fibtwneot 

when installed on the band, 
ai least one ornament, 

the band fixedly circumscribing the strand to provide the 
variant cross-section as a Utigcr circumfierenoe wilfa 
respect to the strand, the omament definiitg a hole of 
sufficient dimension to pass over the larger circum£pr- 
ence. 

dte keeper having sufEcient outer dimensians to pievent 
the omament from moving across the keeper 1^ iteiu 
menc between the keeper and the band when the keeper 
the omament are installed on the strand. 

17. The stmnd jewelry device of claiai Itf, wherein the 
outer circumference of the band includes the band having a 
threaded outer sur^e. 

18. The strand jewelry device of claim 17, wherein the 
bore ck the keeper is imemally threaded and the compU* 
mentary dimera^ons of the btwe are Udien with Rspeet to 
abutment between the thieaded outer snr&oe and internal 
threads of the bore. 

19. The strand jewelry device of claim 16, whereiD the 
band has a smooth outer surface. 

20. The stnnd jewelry device of ctaiiii 16. wheeein the 
keeper has a bivalve constfucdon for dampins aroood the 
band. 

21. The atrand jeweliy device d daim 16. wheretn the 
bivalve construction con^rises 

a hinge pivotally connectiag 

a first bivalve elemeiu with 

a second Mvalve elemem, and 

a latch positioned for connectlQg the first bivalve element 

with the seeond bivalve dement in a dosed conilgu- 

ration that defines the bore. 

22. The strand jewelry device of claim 16. wherein the 
bore comprises loagioidinal aotehes running paralld wteh 
the strand. 

23. The strand jewelry device of daim 16» wherein die 
strand presents a diameier and the longimdinal notches have 
a henusphctical construction af^iroxiniating one half the 
diameter of the strand. 

24. The strand jewelry device of claim 16. com{msing a 
pluraJiiy of ihc keepers, ittt plurality Of the keepers includ- 
ing at least one threaded keeper and at least one hinged 
kisepef. 
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25. The strand jeweliy device of ctaim 24. wherein the 
threaded keeper and the hinged keeper each present a 
dDcor£ttivc motif. 

26. The strand jewelry device of dafm 25, wheiein the 
wherein tlie decorative eiemem of the threaded keeper 5 
difTets from the dQcarwive dement of dte hinged keeper. 

27. A strand jcweliy device comprising: 

a stiand: preseming an eJongate axis; ait omamenJ adapted 
CO receive the stFBiid for passage of the strand through 
the onuunetit such that the ornament may pass over the lO 
elongate means for selectively configuring the strand as 
a loop; 



10 



means for adapting a drciMnference of the strand to 
permanently tnciease the ducumfeneiice at a iocus that 
permits passage of an omamem over fbt Idcus; and 
nieans for fneplng omamem on a ptedetermioed area of 
the strand by abutment with the measis for adapting to 
I prevent passage of the ornament over the locus. 
'2$. The strand jewelry device of claim 27. further com- 
prising a plutality of decoraUve onviments positioned on the 
strand by the nieans for keeping. 
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E-FILED 

Friday, 19 February, 2010 04:46:39 PM 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
CENTRAL DISTRICjT OF ILLINOIS 
URBANA DIVISION 



PANDORA JEWELRY, LLC, 
Plaintiff 

V. 

BAJUL IMPORTS, INC., 
Defendant. 



Case No. 

PANDORA JEWELRY'S COMPLAINT 
FOR PATENT INFRINGMENT OF U,S. 
PATENT NO. 7,007,507 AND DEMAND 
FOR JURY TRIAL 

EQUITABLE RELIEF IS SOUGHT 



Plaintiff, Pandora Jewelry, LLC, by and through its undersigned attorneys, alleges as 
follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1 . This is an action for patent infringement and for damages under the United States 
Patoit Act, 35 U.S.C. § 271, ^seq, | 

PARTIES 

2. Plaintiff, Pandora Jewelry, LLC |*Pandora"), is a limited liability company duly 
organized and existing under the laws of the State of Maryland with offices at 8681 Robot 
Fulton Drive, Suite C, Columbia, Maryland 21 046. 

3. Upon information and belief the defendant, Bajul Imports, Inc., is a corporation 
duly organized and existing under the laws of Illinois, having its principal place of business at 
7901 E 2900 North Road, Potomac, Illinois 61865. Upon information and belief, Bajul Imports, 
Inc. actively conducts business in interstate commerce and in this District. Bajul Imports, Inc. is 
referred to hereinafter as "Bajul" or "Defendant." 
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UNITED STATES PATENfT AN 

CERTIFICATE OF 

PATENT NO. : 7,007,507 B2 
DATED : March 7, 2006 
INVENTORCS) iPerAlgotBievoldsen 

it Is certffied that error appears tn tKe above-idef 
tiereby corrected as shewn below: 

Column 7. 

Lines 58-62» rq>lace **steps of a stiinging at 
a. attacMpg to the band a keeper having an 
diameter of the oroament bore.** with 
^ stq>s of: 

a. stringing at least one ornament onto the s 

b. attaching to the band a keeper having an 
dkim^er of the ornament bore. 

Column 9. 

Line 8» delete after "strand". 

Line 1 1 » insert - axis; - ate '"elongate". 

Unc U, insert a paragraph return after **e\o 


II 

D TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CORRECTION 

Page 1 of 1 
Hfled patent and that stfd Letters Patent Is 

jleast one ornament onto the strand; and, b 
sxtemal diameter greater than the 

irand;and, 

external diameter greater than the 
Dgateaxis;". 

Signed and Sealed this 
Thirtieth Day of May, 2006 

JONW.DUDAS 
}bteiar^Ae tMited States Buaa and T^vdmarit Offie* 
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JURISDICTION Am VKNUE 

i 

4. This Court has exclusive jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338 in 
that the Complaint states an action based upon a fedetral question relating to patents. This Court 
has personal jurisdiction over Defendant because, upon infonnation and belief. Defendant is 
located in this District, has conducted business and commercial activities in this District and 
elsewhere in the United States, and has committed acts of infringement in this District and 
elsewhere m the United States. 

5. Venue is proper in this District ppsuant to 28 U.S.C §§ 1391(b) and (c) and 
1400(b). 

6. Venue is proper in this Division pursuant to CDIL-LR 40. 1 (D). 

I 

CLAIM FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT 

I 

7. Since its incq>tion in 2003, Pandora has grown to be a leading designer and 

I 

retailer of fine jewelry products throughout the United States and has substantial sales in this 



District. Specifically, Pandora is ^gaged in the business of (^eating, manu&cturing, marketing, 
distributing and selling custom designed bracelets and necklaces featuring staling silver and 14- 
karat gold jewelry beads, including precious and semi-precious stones. 

8. On July 21, 2003, a patent application was filed witii the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office to protect the invention |of Per Enevoldsen, a Danish National, titled 
**NECKLACES AND BRACELETS WITH KEEPERS"; the patent application was assigned 



Patent Application Serial No. 10/623,641, The ownership rights to the invention disclosed and 

! 

claimed in the * 641 application were assigned by Mr. Enevoldsen to Pandora in an assignment 

I 

recorded with the U.S. Patent and Trademark pffice on July 19, 2004 under Reel 014864, Frame 
0396, 



2 



2:10-cv-02027-MPM-DGB #1 Page 3 of 6 



9. The '641 patent application was duly published by the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office on July 29, 2004, as Publication No. US 2004/01 4413 1-Al. 

10. On March 7, 2006, United States Patent No, 7,007,507, titled "NECKLACES 
AND BRACELETS WITH KEEPERS," was duly, validly and legally issued to Pandora Jewehry, 



LLC, which reniains the owner thereof. Attached 



as Exhibit 1 is a copy of the *507 Patent. 



1 1 . Upon information and belief, Defendant is infringing claim 1 and one or more of 
claims 2 through 28 of the '507 Patent in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271(a) by making, importing, 
using, offering to sell and/or selling infringing products in the United States and in this Judicial 

I 

District. Such in&inging products include, but are not limited to, the patented invention claimed 

I 

therein. On information and belief, Bajul is also inducing infringement of the '507 Patent under 

ll 

35 U.S.C, § 271(b) and is a contributory infringer under 35 U.S.C. § 271(c), 



12. Pandora has complied with any 
287 with respect to the *507 Patent. 



applicable marking requirements of 35 U.S.C. § 



13. Upon information and belief, | Defendant intentionally designed its infringing 
jewelry to copy the claims set forth in the '507 Patent Def^dant*s infringement of the '507 
Patoit has been and continues to be willflil anc deliberate. 

14. Defendant's infringement of the *507 Patent has caused and will continue to cause 
great damage to Pandora. The amount of these damages is not yet calculated, but Pandora has 



incurred and will continue to incur lost profits and loss of royalties as a direct result of the 
infringement and is thereby entitled to an award of damages adequate to compensate it for the 
infringement in an amount that is in no eveniless than a reasonable royalty pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 
§ 284. Pandora is also entitled to recover prejudgment interest, costs, and enhanced asset 
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damages \mder 35 U.S.C. § 284. Further, this is an exceptional case under 35 U.S.C. § 285, and 
Pandora should be awarded its attorneys' fees. 

15. As a result of Defendant's infringement of the *507 Patent, Pandora has suffered 
and continues to suffer irre}>arabie harm and impairment of the value of its patent rights, is 



and im^] 



threatened with continuing loss of sales to its existing and potential customers, is losing and will 
continue to lose the goodwill of its customers, and is suffering the violation of its patent rights, 
all of which will continue unless D^endant is {Ireliminarily and perman^tly enjoined by this 
Court from infringing the *507 Patent under 35 U.S.C. § 283. Pandora has no adequate r«nedy 
at law. 

REQUEST FOR RELIEF 



WHEREFORE, Pandora respectfully requests that this Court: 

A. Enter judgment that Defendant infringes U.S. Patent No. 7,007,507; 

B. Enter an order preliminarily and permanently enjoining and restraining Defendant 
and its par^ts, siibsidiaries, divisions, agents, dealeis, office, employees, successors, and 
assigns, and all others acting in concert or participation wilh them, fiom: . 

(1) making, using, selling cr offering to sell, and importing any and all 
products whidi infringe claims set forth in U.S. Patent No. 7,007,507; practicing 
the patented invention; and securing or supplying items used to infringe U.S. 
Patent No. 7,007,507; 

(2) contributing to the infringement of U,S, Patent No. 7,007,507; and 

I 

(3) inducing infringement of U.S. Patent No. 7,007,507; 

C. Order Defendant and its par<mts, subsidiaries, divisions, agents, dealers, officers, 
employees, successors, and assigns, and all others acting in concert or participation with them, to 
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to compensate Pandora for the in&ingement 



recall immediately all products which infringe the claims set forth in U.S. Patent No. 7»007,507; 

D. Find the ininnganent to be williul; 

£. Award Pandora damages adequate 
including its lost profits, royalties, costs» prejudgment interest, post-judgment interest, and 

I 

enhanced damages as may be shown by the evidence pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 285; 

F. Find this to be an exceptional case fnd to award Pandora its reasonable attorneys' 
fees pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 285; and 

G. Award Pandora such o&er and fi|rther relief as the Court may dem just and 

proper. 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRUL 



Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 38 and CBIL-LR 38.1, plaintiff Pandora Jewelry, LLC 
demands a trial by jury of all issues triable of right to a jury and raised by the pleadings in this 
action. 



Dated: February 19, 2010 



Blaine C. Kimrey (ARDC #6279625) 

bkinirey@Iathropgage.com 

Lathrop& Gage LLP 

100 N. Riverside Plaza, Suite 2100 

Chicago, XL 60606 

(312)920-3300 

(312)920-3301 (fax) 

Attorney for plaintiff Pandora Jewelry, LLC 



Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Blaine C. Kimrey 
Blaine C. Kimrey 
Lead counsel for plaintiff 
Pandora Jeweky, LLC 
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. jis iavenaon is b necklice or bcacelet with profvisions to 
prevent the bunching of baubles, bangles and beads which 
are stnittg on the necklace or bracelet Bunching is psevented 
by keepers widch are removahly attached to bands fixed at 
UiKfvals on the strands of the nedOaoea or bfaceleis. Two 
types of keepers are tfsdosed. one of which has faitemal 
threads which interact with a threaded bsnds. and one which 
|use& a clamshell stnicture to secure the keeper on a band, 
lirbe keepers may have a variety of shapes for decora^ve 
leffecte. stt^ as cylindiical, tphericaU cubical, or fiynmid- 
'shaped. 
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